BARE BONES KITS — CHECKLIST
Brown FireAware Network
Print these pages. Tick off each item as it is sourced. Review and update at the start of every fire season. File in your Prep and Planning folder.
Tub 1: Off-Site Tub
Packed at the start of the season. Delivered to a trusted friend or family member outside the risk area, or checked into a secure locker, whenever a heatwave is forecast. Collected once the risk has passed.
☐  A few precious, irreplaceable items (memory tokens — not everything you cherish)
☐  Photos — on USB stick or portable hard drive
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — driver's licence / photo ID
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — passport
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — will
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — insurance papers
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — bank details
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — rates and water rates details
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — medical prescriptions and records
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — house and contents photos (every room)
☐  Scanned copies (USB) — house plans and property titles
☐  Spare phone charger
☐  Confirmed friend/family member to hold it, outside the risk area
Other:	☐  ______________________________________
☐  ______________________________________
Tub 2: Protective Gear Tub
Packed at the start of the season. Stays home — move somewhere convenient inside when a heatwave is forecast. Worn when there's fire in the area, or when leaving. Every season check that each member's kit still fits.
	Clothing
☐  Wide-brimmed hat (ties under chin)
☐  Long-sleeved collared shirt — thick cotton or wool
☐  Heavy cotton pants or overalls (not stretch jeans)
☐  Sturdy leather boots
☐  Wool or cotton socks

	Equipment
☐  Goggles + artificial tears/gel + demisting spray
☐  P2 mask with valve (or cotton scarf/handkerchief)
☐  Tough leather gloves
☐  Woollen blanket
Other:
☐  ______________________________________
☐  ______________________________________




Kit 3: Shelter Kit
Sourced at the start of the season. Stays home. Accessed when you can’t leave, to help get through the hours of sheltering in place if power and water fail. Kept modest — this is for hours, not days, this close to Ballarat.
☐  Bath, laundry trough and buckets/containers filled with water — for drinking AND for extinguishing small fires inside with a wet cotton mop
☐ Towels and woollen blankets (For internal ignitions and blocking gaps)
☐  Non-perishable food & drinks — canned soups, baked beans, tinned tuna/salmon, can opener 
☐  Protein/energy bars, dried fruit and nuts
☐  Fruit & fruit juice (electrolytes — plain water alone isn't enough after the first hour) buy in days before hottest forecast day. Also, cordial, sports drinks
☐  First aid kit — bandages, dressings, saline for eye irrigation, burn dressings, pain relief, first aid manual
☐  For asthmatics: Spare inhaler / respiratory medication, if needed
☐  Battery radio (ABC Ballarat 107.9FM) — high priority
☐  Spare batteries — especially for the radio
☐  Camping lantern — hands-free light if power is out
☐  Head torch — hands-free for roof-space checks and outside ember patrol
☐  Assorted torches — battery or wind-up
☐  Phones and rechargeable items fully charged (morning and evening); portable charger
Other:	☐  ___________________________	☐  ______________________________________
Kit 4: Ember Kit
Assembled at the start of the season. Stays home. Check routinely — items in sheds and garages have a way of quietly walking off for other jobs. For managing embers and spot fires on and around the house — not for fighting the bushfire itself.
☐  Garden hose(s) — long enough to reach all the way around the house; check hose & tap  fittings
☐  Buckets — galvanised best, sturdy work plastic buckets 
☐  Cotton mops			☐  Rake, hoe, shovel
☐  Backpack water sprayer		☐ Ladders		☐ Downpipe or gutter plugs
Other:	☐  ______________________________________
Kit 5: Pocket Kit
What you actually carry out if/when house becomes untenable — fits in the pockets of your protective clothing, plus a couple of items in hand.
☐  Phone and charger			☐  Car keys / house keys
☐  Wallet and cash			☐  Glasses  ☐  Watch
☐  Water bottle				☐  Woollen blanket
☐  Medications for the day		Other:	☐  ______________________________
Brown Hill FireAware Network — not official CFA advice. Prepared in good faith from publicly available fire science research.
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