	BROWN HILL FIREAWARE NETWORK
If the Household is Not All Together
Decide this now. A fire event does not wait for everyone to be home.



	WHO MAKES THE CALL — one person is the decision-maker

	□
	The nominated decision-maker is:
Write name below — this person monitors conditions and makes the call to act

	✎
	Decision-maker  .................................................................

	□
	If the decision-maker is unreachable, the backup is:

	✎
	Backup decision-maker  .................................................................

	□
	The call is made when the Ballarat district rating reaches EXTREME or a fire is reported within 20 km
Do not wait for everyone to agree on the day

	

	IF CHILDREN ARE AT SCHOOL

	□
	School name and pick-up contact:

	✎
	School / contact number  .................................................................

	□
	Who collects the children — named person, not “someone”
Confirm this arrangement with the school before fire season

	✎
	Who collects  .................................................................

	□
	If that person cannot get there: who is the backup collector?

	✎
	Backup collector  .................................................................

	□
	Children know: do not leave school with anyone not on this list

	

	IF A HOUSEHOLD MEMBER IS AT WORK OR AWAY

	□
	They are notified immediately when the decision to leave is made
Not after — at the moment the decision is made

	□
	They know the destination and do not return home to collect items
The road back may already be compromised

	□
	They know the backup destination if the primary is unreachable

	✎
	Their workplace / usual location on a weekday  .................................................................

	

	IF SOMEONE IS AT HOME ALONE — elderly, mobility-limited, or unwell

	□
	A neighbour or nearby contact knows to check on them when conditions trigger
Do not leave this to chance — name someone now

	✎
	Neighbour / contact who will check  .................................................................

	□
	That person has a key or can access the property

	□
	If leaving requires assistance: transport is pre-arranged, not improvised on the day

	✎
	Who provides transport if needed  .................................................................

	

	OUTSIDE CONTACT — someone not in Brown Hill who knows your plan

	□
	One person outside the area knows your destination and expected arrival time
If you cannot be reached, they know where you were heading

	✎
	Outside contact name / number  .................................................................

	□
	Notify them when you leave and when you arrive safely


Family disagreement is a documented cause of death in bushfires — agree to this plan now, in winter, at the kitchen table  •  
Source: Haynes et al., Black Saturday survivor research; Tolhurst, BRI Webinar 4 (2021)  
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