
 

 

 
Coordination Group 
Meeting – MINUTES  

 
Held 1pm Tuesday 30th January 2018 at Barkly Motor Inn Ballarat 

  

     Chair: Ian Rossiter (BREAZE) Minutes:  Ian Rossiter (BREAZE) 
 

Agenda Items Discussion Responsibility 

1. Welcome/ Apologies/ 
Introductions 

Attendance: Lucinda Staley (Cultivate Agribusiness), Melanie Robertson (C for B), Ross Irving (SV), 
Hazen Cleary (PLEA Network), Ian Rossiter (BREAZE),  Andrea Mason (Leigh Catchment Group & FORP), 
Andrew Lang (VBN & World Bioenergy Congress), Ray Draper (BEN),  Cherie Draper (BEN), Janene 

Trickey (DELWP), Peter Gell (Fed Uni), Quenton Gay (BCC), Craig Hurley (Fed Uni),Tim Hudspith 
(DELWP), Brendan Clarke (CHW),  

Apologies: Rob Law (CVGA), Cr. Belinda Coates (BCC and CVGA), Jeff Rootes (Friends of Canadian 

Corridor) La Vergne Lehmann (GCWWRRG), Keith Jackson (GCWWRRG), Laurel Freeland (SHARE), Lisa 
Kendal (BCC) Scott White (Environment Evolution). 

Ian read out an email from Craig Whiteford who is leaving DELWP to start a new role with The 

Melbourne Zoo. 

 

2. Minutes of Previous 
Meeting 

Ian tabled the minutes of the Meeting held 30th August 2017 which were distributed on 29 January.. 
Moved Hazen Cleary, Seconded Andrea Mason - Carried. 

 

3. Regional Waste 
Initiatives  

As La Vergne and Keith from Grampians Central West Waste and Resource Recovery Group are late  
Apologies, the item was passed over. Members were reminded that the Waste and Resource Recovery 
Discussion Session would be held on Wednesday 31/1/18 (evening). 

All to note 

Keith and La 
Vergne to 

update at next 
meeting 

 



 

 

4. City of Ballarat Carbon 

Neutrality Strategy 
Update 

Ian circulated the Ballarat City Council’s report and presentation considered at its meeting of 13 

December 2017 as part of the RSAB Agenda . Quenton Gay (BCC) explained that BCC have engaged 
Environment Evolution to develop a baseline report on emissions and develop a strategy to reduce 
emissions. Major initiatives to be explored: 

 Additional landfill gas to energy infrastructure 
 Street Lighting – LED and controlled timing initiatives 

 Waste to Energy 
Discussion on Council’s heavy vehicle fleet resolved that there needs to be an incentive to make 

investment in renewable energy alternatives to diesel powered vehicles. 

Further 

information will 
be presented by 
Scott White at 

future meeting. 

5. Victorian Renewable 
Energy Auction Scheme 

 Janene introduced her new role with DELWP as Engagement Program Manager for the 
Grampians Region. She previously has worked with DELWP Renewable Energies and with Simon 

Corbell (Victorian Govt. Renewable Energy Advocate. 
 Melanie and Janene explained the reverse auction process and that as bids are open till 14 

February and due to probity issues not much can be devolved about any proposals at this stage. 
 Expect outcomes to announced in July. 
 Melanie explained that some developers have ignored offers of advice and suggestions from our 

region and others have engaged. 
 A peak group for our region has formed to advocate for investment in renewable energy in our 

region which represents local and state government from Moorabool to the SA Border. Its 
members include Justine Linley (BCC), Anthony Schinck (RDV) Stuart Benjamin (RDA),Michael 

Baily (Northern Grampians) Chris Ferguson (DELWP), Wimmera Development Assn. 
 Meetings have been held with AEMO to advocate for appropriate plans for investment in grid 

infrastructure. The methodology used in Regulation Investment Test for Transmission.  
 Interest also in microgrids on the “Blue Diamond” zone of the grid to build capacity.  

 

For information 

6. Bunanyung Landscape 

Alliance 

Andrea presented the background on the formation of the BLA which arose from a workshop at 

Narmbool in 2016 and with support of the Natural Resources Conservation League (NRCL) allowed 
the formation of a landscape scale project proposal for Moorabool, Leigh and Woady Yallock 

catchments. A power point presentation is included below as an appendix. 

For information  

7. PLEA Network Update Hazen presented the information provided below as an appendix. 

Key points were: 

 Role and content of the PLEA website 

 Brown Hill Fire Awareness – needs some support from organisations to continue funding of 
stickers and newsletter printing (see page 2 of report) 

 World Weather Attribution Program – now a worldwide movement collecting evidence of 
climate change impacting on extreme weather events thus making a route for compensation 

claims against major emitters and governments not taking action on climate change. 
 Hazen is attending a conference on Weather Attribution Program this weekend and will be 

For information 



 

 

able to provide further detail. 

 Hazen has been appointed to a CSIRO Reference Panel for its Climate Change Website. 

8. Community Power Hub 
Pilot Project 

 Ian presented the background, role and structure of the CPH program. Presentation slides 
are provided below as an appendix. Currently the Bendigo, La Trobe Valley and Ballarat pilot 

programs are working on feasibility studies / business cases for the projects that have been 
identified through community engagement undertaken in late 2017. 

 A central website is to be launched next week for the program with dedicated pages for 

each of the hubs. 
 Logos and Brand have been developed to be launched next week. 

 

9. Integrated Water Cycle 

Plan 

Brendan and Quenton reported on the Ballarat Integrated Water Cycle Plan (Ballarat IWCP): 

It was completed in 2017 and has won an award  

Consultation period has finished and the plan is with DELWP for finalisation 

Projects identified in the Stormwater Harvesting and Flood Management strategy prepared by Peter 

Breen of E2 Design Lab were ranked and the highest scoring projects have been included in the 
IWCP including delivery of water from the North Ballarat Class A Recycling plant to BWEZ, 
Wendouree West Recreation Reserve and additional distribution network to Lake Wendouree, 

Victoria Park and some schools. 

For Information 

10. Biodiversity Officer at City 
of Ballarat  

Cherie raised the question of why the City of Ballarat still did not have a biodiversity officer. The 
absence of such a role was thought to be resulting in loss of biodiversity values across the 
municipality due to poor planning approval decisions, lack of planning permit conditions 

enforcement, lack of vegetation management plans for sites with high value and threatened 
remnant plants and animals. As this has been an issue raised since review of the Environment 
Sustainability Strategy actions implementation in 2013 to 2016 and no action seems to have been 

taken, the meeting resolved that the RSAB will write a letter to City of Ballarat expressing concerns 
about the inability to action relevant strategies, planning permit conditions and maintain biodiversity 

values without engagement of a dedicated role.  

Quenton pointed out that Council has a Vegetation Management Officer David Grant who may be 
able to discuss this issue and  the Urban Forest Strategy at a future meeting. 

Ian to prepare a 
draft letter and 
circulate to 

members for 
feedback, before 
completing final 

draft and 
sending. 

 

Quenton to 
discuss with 

David Grant 

11. RSAB 2018 Meetings, 

Topics and Format 

Ian led discussion on the nature of meetings in 2018. The March meeting is proposed to focus on 

renewable energy and be conducted with delegates of the 3 Community Power Hubs on Wednesday 
21 March from 3pm to 5pm and a tour of Gekko Industries’ Biodigester demonstration site at a 
Bungaree dairy farm on Thursday 22 March from 9 till 10.30 am. 

Members suggested a future meeting topics could be: 

Ian to send out a 

draft calendar 
for meetings 
with proposed 

dates and topics. 



 

 

 Funding models for projects 

 Meeting of regional environmental officers from local and state govt. 
 Meeting in late February post the Waste to Energy Conference to focus on waste to energy, 

bioenergy and waste management issues  
 Role of the RSAB in advocacy and community engagement with issues such as waste, 

biodiversity, climate change action. 

12. Information Sharing  
12.1. Hepburn – Laurel Freeland emailed information to share from Sustainable Hepburn 

Association Renewing the Earth (SHARE) that they had conducted a food mapping meeting with 

stakeholders this week in Daylesford, a tour of the Hepburn Windfarm by a group of Hiroshima 
visitors from the Peaceboat and Hepburn Shire has a new sustainability officer Glenn Tamblyn 
and a new biodiversity officer starting next week. 

12.2. Andrew Lang reported that a group of 9 farmers in Pyrenees Shire (Streatham) are 
developing an alternative to burning straw stubble. A feasibility study is being undertaken for 
the Skipton Hospital to convert the heating from LPG to straw (hammer milled). City of Ballarat, 

Pyrenees and SV have funded the study which is being done by Daryl Scherger also for Langi 
Kal Kal. 10 Danish delegates are attending the Waste to Energy Conference in Ballarat and a 
Finnish delegation is coming to City of Ballarat on 28 February to discuss waste to energy 

possibilities. 
12.3. Craig Hurley reported that Federation Uni are running a Compassionate Leadership  

Forum at the Greenhill Enterprise Centre on Wednesday 7 February. 

 

 
Appendix 1 Bunanyung Landscape Alliance 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

Appendix 2 PLEA Network Report  

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Appendix 3 Community Power Hubs Presentation 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


