RSAB Meeting MINUTES
Held 1pm Wednesday 15th May 2018 at Barkly Motor Lodge Main Road Ballarat
Chair: Ian Rossiter (BREAZE)
Agenda Items
1. Welcome/ Apologies/
Introductions

Minutes: Ian Rossiter

Discussion

Responsibility

Attendance: Ian Rossiter (BREAZE), Belinda Coates (BCC), Keith Jackson (GCWWRRG), Janene Trickey
(DELWP), Hazen Cleary (PLEA Network), Ross Irving (SV), Lavergne Lehman (GCWWRRG), Cherie
Draper (BEN), Peter Noble (BEN).
Apologies: Craig Hurley, Sebastian Kline, Quenton Gay, Ross Irving.
Introductions: Peter Noble was introduced as the Chair of Ballarat Environment Network

2. Minutes of Combined
RSAB and Community
Power Hub Meeting
21/3/18
3. Actions Arising from
Minutes

4. Region Specific Climate
Change Awareness
Induction Program

The minutes were accepted from the previous meeting, moved








Keith Jackson, seconded Ross Irving.

Letter to City of Ballarat re biodiversity resources has been forwarded and a meeting has been
convened for 29 May with CEO, relevant officers and Ian Rossiter.
 Proposed meeting schedule see item below
 City of Ballarat Carbon Neutrality Plan Ian has discussed process with Scott White
(Environmental Evolution) who is preparing the plan and he is wanting to meet with any
interested RSAB members during July to get input into the strategy. Ian Rossiter volunteered.
Hazen Cleary (PLEA Network) provided a PowerPoint presentation of the proposed awareness
program being developed with assistance from CSIRO for newly elected Councils to understand the
issues and responsibilities for local government in response to climate change. (See slides as PDF
provided)
It is proposed to have two 2 hour sessions scheduled in 2019/2020.
The prototype is being developed for the City of Ballarat and can then be used as a template for





5. Future RSAB Meeting
Schedule





6. Information Sharing

other Councils in the Region.
CSIRO will use its modelling to prepare documentation of how the Central Highlands Region’s
climate is changing.
The recent Local Government Act amendments now require Councils to consider impacts of climate
change in decision making and prepare climate change adaptation plans for their municipalities.
The program will require RSAB volunteers to deliver presentations on:
o
Water availability trends: surface and groundwater; droughts & floods – impact on urban
areas & agriculture
o
Extreme events: heatwaves; bushfires – impact on emergency services & infrastructure
o Biodiversity – impact on natural resources/environment
Proposed Waste to Energy evening community forum on Tuesday 19 June. The aim is to start the
engagement with the Ballarat community on what waste to energy opportunities exist for our
region, the infrastructure and behavioural changes needed for success, the benefits and the social
licence issues. Determined that a panel discussion would be best so that with a moderator all the
aspects can be discussed and the meeting doesn’t get bogged down on single issue discussions.
GCWWRRG have secured Barry Sullivan to participate. Belinda suggested we approach Eugene
editor of Ballarat Courier to act as moderator. Venue suggestions were the Mechanics Institute or
the Ballarat Library.
July Meeting agreed we combine with a Forum for Environment Officers from Councils and relevant
authorities and Project Officers.
September meeting presents opportunity to meet with State Election candidates and give them an
understanding of the regions sustainability issues and opportunities.

Ross Irving informed us that a state-wide report is available online SV Community perceptions on
Climate Change. The document is useful as data supporting advocacy for taking action on climate
change and advancing renewable energy. To view document http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/AboutUs/Research/Victorians-perceptions-of-climate-change
SV are interested in presenting its method and findings to other audiences. Suggested the Smart Living
Ballarat lunchtime forums later this year.
World Environment Day Activities arranged by BREAZE in conjunction with the City of Ballarat funded
Smart Living Ballarat program will be a children’s writing competition judged at the Ballarat Library on
World Environment Day (5th June) and a screening of the film “Living the Change” at Regent Multiplex
Cinemas 7.30pm (For info visit www.breaze.org.au)

7. Next Meeting

Tuesday 17 July at 1pm (to include Council Environment Officers as invited guests and afternoon
tea)

